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§ 35.7 Control of wildfires, insects, pest 
plants, and disease. 

To the extent necessary, the Director 
shall prescribe measures to control 
wildfires, insects, pest plants, and dis-
ease to prevent unacceptable loss of 
wilderness resources and values, loss of 
life, and damage to property. 

§ 35.8 Forest management. 
Forest management activities in a 

wilderness unit will be directed toward 
allowing natural ecological processes 
to operate freely. Commercial har-
vesting of timber shall not be per-
mitted except where necessary to con-
trol attacks of insects or disease as 
prescribed in § 35.7. 

§ 35.9 Livestock grazing. 
(a) The grazing of livestock, where 

established prior to the date of legisla-
tion which designates a wilderness 
unit, may be permitted to continue 
subject to part 29 of this subchapter 
and in accordance with special provi-
sions which may be prescribed for indi-
vidual units. Numbers of permitted 
livestock will not be more liberal than 
those utilizing a wilderness prior to es-
tablishment and may be more restric-
tive. 

(b) The Director may permit, subject 
to such conditions as he deems nec-
essary, the maintenance, reconstruc-
tion or relocation of only those live-
stock management improvements and 
structures which existed within a wil-
derness unit when it was incorporated 
into the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System. 

§ 35.10 Controlled burning. 
Controlled burning will be permitted 

on wilderness units when such burning 
will contribute to the maintenance of 
the wilderness resource and values in 
the unit; however, any fire in a wilder-
ness area that poses a threat to re-
sources or facilities outside the unit 
will be controlled and extinguished. 

[36 FR 25426, Dec. 31, 1971, as amended at 37 
FR 12067, June 17, 1972] 

§ 35.11 Scientific uses. 
Recognizing the scientific value of 

wilderness, research data gathering 
and similar scientific uses will be en-

couraged providing that wilderness val-
ues are not impaired. The person or 
agency involved in scientific investiga-
tion must be willing to accept reason-
able limitations on activities and loca-
tion and size of the area to be used for 
research purposes. A special use permit 
authorizing scientific uses shall be re-
quired. 

§ 35.12 Water rights. 

Nothing in the regulations in this 
part constitutes an expressed or im-
plied claim or denial on the part of the 
Department of the Interior as to ex-
emption from State water laws. 

§ 35.13 Access to State and private 
lands. 

Rights of States or persons and their 
successors in interest, whose land is 
surrounded by a wilderness unit, will 
be recognized to assure adequate access 
to that land. Adequate access is defined 
as the combination of modes and 
routes of travel which will best pre-
serve the wilderness character of the 
landscape. Mode of travel designated 
shall be reasonable and consistent with 
accepted, conventional, contemporary 
modes of travel in said vicinity. Use 
will be consistent with reasonable pur-
poses for which such land is held. The 
Director will issue such permits as are 
necessary for access, designating the 
means and route of travel for ingress 
and degress so as to preserve the wil-
derness character of the area. 

[36 FR 25426, Dec. 31, 1971; 37 FR 1049, Jan. 22, 
1972] 

§ 35.14 Special regulations. 
(a) Special regulations will be issued 

by the Director for individual wilder-
ness units within the National Wildlife 
Refuge System as established by Public 
Law. These special regulations will 
supplement the provisions of this part. 

(b) Special regulations may contain 
administrative and public uses as rec-
ognized in the: 

(1) Legislative Record of the estab-
lishing Act. 

(2) Committee Reports of the Con-
gress. 

(3) Departmental and Executive Re-
ports to the Congress. 

(4) Other provisions. 
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